Scott Hahn reflects on the readings for the feast of the Presentation of
the Lord

‘Today’s feast marks the Presentation of the Lord Jesus in the Temple,
forty days after he was born. As the firstborn, he belonged to God.
According to the Law, Mary and Joseph were required to take him to
the Temple and “redeem” him by paying five shekels. At the same time,
the Law required the child’s mother to offer sacrifice in order to
overcome the ritual impurity brought about by childbirth.

So the feast we celebrate shows a curious turn of events. The
Redeemer seems to be redeemed. She who is all-pure presents herself
to be purified. Such is the humility of our God. Such is the humility of
the Blessed Virgin. They submit to the law even though they are not
bound by it.

However, the Gospel story nowhere mentions Jesus’ “redemption,” but
seems to describe instead a religious consecration—such as a priest
might undergo. Saint Luke tells us that Jesus is “presented” in the
Temple, using the same verb that Saint Paul uses to describe the
offering of a sacrifice (see Romans 12:1). Another parallel is the Old
Testament dedication of Samuel (1 Sam 1:24-27) to the Temple as a
priest.

The drama surrounding Jesus’ conception and birth began in the
Temple—when the Archangel visited Mary’s kinsman, Zechariah the
priest. And now the story of Jesus’ infancy comes to a fitting
conclusion, again in the Temple.

All the readings today concern Jerusalem, the Temple, and the
sacrificial rites. The first reading comes from the Prophet Malachi, who
called the priests to return to faithful service—and foretold a day when
a Messiah would arrive with definitive purification of the priesthood.

Likewise, the Psalm announces to Jerusalem that Jerusalem is about to
receive a great visitor. The Psalmist identifies him as “The LORD of
hosts . . . the king of glory.”

Christ now arrives as the long-awaited priest and redeemer. He is also
the sacrifice. Indeed, as his life will show, He is the Temple itself (see
John 2:19-21).

St Jo’s Christmas Raffle. : the following prizes are still uncollected. 1st
prize : ticket no 451; 2nd prize : No 404; They will be kept till Feb 1st and
then there will be a free draw on Feb 2nd.

Peggy Welsh RIP : Peggy’s Requiem Mass is on Mon Feb 3rd at 11.30am at
CTK, followed by cremation at Langney Crematorium. There will then be a
gathering at the Red Lion, Stone Cross. All welcome to attend, and those
who wish are welcome to wear bright clothes, at Peggy’s request.

Rethinking Abortion Saturday 8 February 10am- 5pm at The St Philip
Howard Centre, Crawley (no cost) You can find out more about the day
here: www.marchforlife.co.uk/rethink-abortion/

Parish Pantomime raised over £1500 for the local charity
‘Matthew25Mission’, as well as Leprosy and Motor Neurone Disease. On
February 16th in CTK parish hall at 2.30pm, the money will be handed over
to Deacon Simon Kirkdale from 'Matthew25’. Thanks to all who supported
the pantomime and to all who contributed to the generous donation.

Parish Retreat - Worth Abbey - Saturday 8th March, 10am - 5pm.

Teas and coffees provided, please bring your own packed lunch.

Travel by car. | you are interested in joining, please add you name to the list
at the back of the church indicating if you can provide a lift or if you need a
lift. Programme to follow.

Hymns : Presentation of the Lord

OPEN: CTK: 25 All my hope on God is
founded

St Jo’s: 22 All people that on earth do dwell
OFF: CTK: 61 Be thou my vision

St Jo’s: 74 Be thou my vision

CLOSE: CTK.: 66 Blest are the pure in heart
St Jo’s: 605 Praise the Lord, ye heav’'ns

A Day with Mary - Saturday 1st March,
10am - 4pm. Please join us for the day which
will include Mass, Rosary, Adoration and more.
Please bring your own lunch, tea and coffee
will be provided.

Telford Tutoring - Private Tutor: Helping your
child grow. Fully Qualified & Experienced
Primary Teacher. Dedicated 1:1 face to face
tutoring & small group work. Available after
school, during the school day & weekends.
Enhanced DBS Certificate & Safeguarding
Trained. | can offer your child help &
confidence with:Reading & Phonics Skills,
Speaking & Listening Skills Phonics Work,
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar,
Writing, Handwriting, Maths and more.

To find out more about how | can help your
child, please email me:

telfordtutoring123@gmail.com

A year of Hope : Introduction to the Jubilee
Year. How can we respond to Pope Francis’
call to be “tangible signs of hope” in this
Jubilee Year? Find out by watching this
inspirational event (find it and other Jubilee
resources at cafod.org.uk/jubilee). Featuring Fr
Jan Nowotnik, Director of Mission at the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and
Wales, CAFOD Director Christine Allen and
more. Discover how we can act in faith and in
love as pilgrims of hope this Holy Year.

Adoration with Benediction every First
Saturday, 11.00-11.30am. Come with the
children and gather graces from the
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus. The next meeting
will be on March 1st.

Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage 2025: (25-31
July by air). Applications for this summer's
Pilgrimage to Lourdes are now open online at
www.abdiocese.org.uk/lourdes’home. Come
as an Assisted Pilgrim, Young/Adult Helper,
Clinician or Chaplain.

The Seniors Group continue to meet every
second Wednesday in the Parish Room from
11am to 1pm. Next gathering is 12th February.

The PRAYER LIST has become very long.
Please let us know if you would like us to
continue to pray for those named. If we are
not notified, those names on the list will be
cleared. Thank you.

Parish Clergy :
Fr Neil Chatfield
Tel. 01323 760048 or in an
emergency - 07718123304
priest.ctk@icloud.com

Rev’d Deacon Eugene Adams
Tel. 07917276140
deaconctk@hotmail.com

Safeguarding
Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinator
Deacon Eugene Adams
Contact: 07917 276140
Diocesan Safeguarding Team
Contact: 01293 651148

s tof R iliati
The Sacrament of Confession is
available at CTK on Thurs
6-6.45pm,

Friday, 12.45-2.00pm
Saturday, 4-4.45pm.

And on-call. Contact Fr Neil.

For enquiries for Baptism, First
Communion, Confirmation, and
Marriage, please speak
to either Fr Neil or
Deacon Eugene; also ring the
office. 01323 760048

Parish Hall Bookings
Enquiries: 01323 760048

Website :
http://christthekin tl rne.or

Facebook page: Christ The King
with St Joachim, Eastbourne

Banking Matters
We have shortened the name of the

bank account for those who wish to
set up standing orders for Christ the

King. CTK main account: A/C Name

: RCD A&B Christ the King
Eastbourne. Sort Code : 40-05-20
A/C No:91127012; St Joachim’s
A/C. Sort Code : 40-05-20; A/C No :
51077058.

Votive Candles. Would you like to
sponsor a candle for a personal
intention or a special need at CTK?
This week the candles are for and
There are forms available at the back
of the church if you would like to
sponsor a candle.

DONA Contactless payment card
machine is available at the back of
CTK. Payments using the machine
have increased over recent weeks;
thanks to those who are using it.

Feast of the

Presentation of the Lord Mass Intentions

Sat Feb 1st CTK : 4.00pm-4.45pm.

Exposition of the Blessed

Sacrament

CTK. : 5.00pm Vigil Mas Vincenzo Stanzione RIP
Sun Feb 2nd St Jo's. 9.30am Holy Souls

Presentation of the

Lord (Candlemas) CTK 11.30am (DW) Katie McDonagh RIP

Mon Feb 3rd
CTK. 11.30am. Requiem Mass Peggy Welsh RIP
St Blaise
Tues Feb 4th CTK.: 10.00am. Mass Vincenzo Stanzione RIP
Wed Feb 5th St Jo's : 10.00am. Mass Christine Ann Marie Scothern
RIP
St Agatha

Thurs Feb 6th CTK : 5.30pm-7.00pm Holy Hour

for Priests with Exposition &

St Paul Miki & Adoration followed by
compasnions Mass : 7.00pm Cassidy Family
Fri Feb 7th CTK.: 10.00am exposition of

the Blessed Sacrament &
adoration till 3.00pm

Mass : 12noon llona & Mark
Sat February 8th
CTK.: 4.00pm-4.45pm :
St Cuthman of Exposition of the Blessed
Steyning Sacrament
CTK: 5.00pm Vigil Mass Anna Janka
Sun Feb 9th St Jo’s.: 9.30am Mass Rebecca’s 9th birthday

5th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

CTK.: 11.30am Mass (DW) Michael Brady (Snr) RIP

We pray for all the sick of the parish, and especially : Emma Raper, Eithne Lloyd, Peter
Champion, Chris Gimmons, Stuart McCarthy, Helena Sagnelia, Frankie Farrell, Daisy Kelly,
Sue & Mick O’Driscoll, Rene Cook, Jan Blake, Sandra McMeekin, David Dwyer, Diana
Smith, Sr Mary Keiley, Jane Hollands, Kirina Blaty, Moira Morrison, Philip Duffy, Theresa
Kitchener, Betty Donovan, Marie Williams, Terry Swales, Zachary Hurst, Daniel Markham,
Maria P Veras, Alison J Thomas, Alan Calivas, Maria Rosa Ferro, Sylvia Brady, Sue Davies,
Samantha McLoughlin, Enogue G Peixoto, Val Williams, Elenilse Martins, Alberto & Maria
Nobrega, Antonio Lazo, Alicia Fillos, Sofia Rodrigo, Alicia Nobrega, Carlos Nobrega, Maria
Adilia, Octavio Gomes, Bryan Santos, Maria Conceicao Silva, Antonio Rodrigues, Nanda
Pacheco, Paula Alves, Neidilane Emerch, Philip Sargo, Maria Auta, Antonia Epifonio de
Araujo, Rose Hellyer, Fatima Marices De Freitas

For the recently deceased: For the repose of the souls of : Peggy Welsh, Patsy Harber
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